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I.VjJJiJj  LblOi.'  of  February  i,  1901. 

In  all  fcnc  provinces  banaits  called  for  follov^ers  and  establish¬ 
ed*  EntiforclGn  sooivties.  Various  edicts  \>ere  issued  forwelly 
forbidding  this.  wo  repeated  this  many  cimes,  out,  nevertheless, 
in  Lite  years  there  hevo  been  in  cIl  the  bhentung  districts  sects 
under  the  neiae  of  ia-tao-huei  (Oreat  ii.;iivcs  Society)  and  I-ho-ohuan 
(Boi.ers),  vdiioh  spread  overyv»herc,  v.ith  tne  object  of  v.i  11  ful. murder 
and  theft.  nittle  by  little  they  reached  the  Ohi-li  territory 
and  suddenly  entered  the  capital,  where-  they  set  fire  to  the  foreign  j 

establishments  and  attacicoci  the  iiCj^ntions.  Crimes  were  also  J 

coiTLiitted  cgalnat  neighboring  countries  and  offenses  against  the 
general  interest.  For  not  havin,  assured  protection  v<e  have  in- 
curred  heavy  responsibilities. 

You  people  v.ho  in  ordinary  times  nourish  yourselves  cjid  live 
Iroji  the  products  of  tlds  land,  and  v.no  have  all  been  loaded  with 
the  impirc's  favors  --you  have,  however,  dared  to. incite  these 

bandits  with  the  desire  to  light,  to  teach  netnods  for  casting 
spells,  ''iid  to  devote  themaolveo  to  folseyracticcs.  ^ou  have 
rashly  roslstou  your  offiolcls,  vhom  you  have  massacred;  you  have 
assassinateu  forelyiors,  and  then  you  have  been  the  cause  of 
unprecedented  caJ.amitiys,  wnloh  above  ail  else  have  plun^od  your 
Sovoreigii  and  your  fathers  in  g'ief. 

we  (V-in  not  thinK  of  \.hat  has  been  done  v.itheut  xeellng  a 
still  Goopor  resentment.  have  already  formally  ordered  tne 

•  Cor.imnndors  in  chief  of  ail  the  regions  to  use  their  most  strenuous  ’ ’t 


I 


///y 

efforts  to  (Icctroy  those  socittlcs.  It  is  inoiaibont  w*t;t  the 
roof  of  the  evil  bo  su.ipres.iod,  ciid  tho  i?rinots  lond  i^iinisters  v,ho 
hc.ve  iorit  thoir  sup.;ort  to  tho  Bo«.t>rs  shall  uulfor  tne  heaviest 
peniltlos  aceorain(^  to  their  oi*ii.ic&,  ana  iu  oraer  to  inspire  fear, 
r.ll  civil  and  :iiilittiry  6zc:ii nations  shall  bo  suspended  durinc  live 
0  in  Gil  cioioS  v^hore  forei  jners  were  iaaasuoroQ  or  suffered 
cruel  treatment. 

ITerrin^s  lest  the  iipiorant  rural  populationo  May  not  hoar  (of 
these  punishments),  new  end  severe  prohibitions  shall  be  specially 
node  in  order  to  avoid  the  eMecut^on  of  pooplc  v\lio  have  not  been 
no  tl  field. 

You,  soldiers  imid  people,  should  Know  chat  it  is  foraally 

forbidden  by  1g\/  to^  or,senise  or  belont,  to  secret  societies. 

Our  ancestors  ho./o  never  shown  the  siie^iteeu  Indultjence  in  the 

repression  ot  societies  of  Malefactors. 

moreover,  the  foreigii  x'overs  aro  ail  friendly  countries,  the 

Christians  are  children  of  our  bleed  wnom  the  Court  ro^iard’s  with 

a  sane  Kindness,  and  it  oould  not  allow  different  stmtiuents  to 

be  displayed  tov.ards  them.  /.ll  Chinese,  v^hether  Christians  or  not, 

who  xnny  be  ill  treated,  should  coviplain  to  the  authorities  and 
( 

\.£*it  until  a  fair  and  e(iuitable  Judfcjiont  is  rendered.  hov.  con 
you  lii^htly  believe  tli  tna  ruiuors  which  have  been  spreaa?  liow 
oun  you  als  regard  the  penal  lawsv  ' 

Inen,  when  all  is  lost,  the  clever  ones  save  theiiselves  by 


flic^ht  and  the  innocent  aro  put  t  decth.  'I'hu  luw  is  slow  to 
pardon,  and  rll  that  has  happened  is  really  very  rfc,>rettable. 
Iron  the  publication  of  this  present  edict,  each  one  uust  rofor.ii 


